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Officiant  Stay with us, Christ, for it is evening.
People Make your Church bright with your radiance.

Officiant It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants, for Jesus” sake. For the same
God who said, “Out of darkness let light shine,” has caused his
light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the
revelation of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Let us pray.

Lord Christ, your saints have been the lights of the world in every generation:
Grant that we who follow in their footsteps may be made worthy to enter with
them into that heavenly country where you live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The candles are now lit.

Phos hilaron (spoken in unison)

Light of the world, in grace and beauty,
Mirror of God’s eternal face,
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,
You bring salvation to our race.

Now, as we see the lights of evening,
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;
Worthy are you of endless blessing,
Sun of our night, lamp of our days.



The First Reading: The Witch of Endor, 1 Samuel 28:3-25
Reader A reading from First Samuel.

Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in
Ramabh, his own city. Saul had expelled the mediums and the wizards from the
land. The Philistines assembled, and came and encamped at Shunem.

Saul gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. When Saul saw the army
of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. When Saul
inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, not by dreams, or by Urim,
or by prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who
is a medium, so that I may go to her and inquire of her.” His servants said to
him, “There is a medium at Endor.”

So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes and went there, he and two
men with him. They came to the woman by night. And he said, “Consult a
spirit for me, and bring up for me the one whom I name to you.” The woman
said to him, “Surely you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the
mediums and the wizards from the land. Why then are you laying a snare for
my life to bring about my death?” But Saul swore to her by the Lord, “As the
Lord lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” Then the
woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” He answered, “Bring up
Samuel for me.” When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice;
and the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” The
king said to her, “Have no fear; what do you see?” The woman said to Saul, “I
see a divine being coming up out of the ground.” He said to her, “What is his
appearance?” She said, “An old man is coming up; he is wrapped in a robe.”
So Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground,
and did obeisance.



Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?”
Saul answered, “I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against
me, and God has turned away from me and answers me no more, either by
prophets or by dreams; so I have summoned you to tell me what I should do.”
Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you
and become your enemy? The LORD has done to you just as he spoke by me;
for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand, and given it to your
neighbor, David. Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD, and did not
carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this
thing to you today. Moreover the LORD will give Israel along with you into the
hands of the Philistines; and tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me;
the LORD will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.”

Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the
words of Samuel; and there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing
all day and all night. The woman came to Saul, and when she saw that he was
terrified, she said to him, “Your servant has listened to you; I have taken my
life in my hand, and have listened to what you have said to me. Now therefore,
you also listen to your servant; let me set a morsel of bread before you. Eat, that
you may have strength when you go on your way.” He refused, and said, “I
will not eat.” But his servants, together with the woman, urged him; and he
listened to their words. So he got up from the ground and sat on the bed. Now
the woman had a fatted calf in the house. She quickly slaughtered it, and she
took flour, kneaded it, and baked unleavened cakes. She put them before Saul
and his servants, and they ate. Then they rose and went away that night.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 130 (spoken in unison)

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

Officiant Let us pray. (Silence)

Almighty and everliving God, you have made all things in your wisdom and
established the boundaries of life and death: Grant that we may obey your
voice in this world, and in the world to come may enjoy that rest and peace
which you have appointed for your people; through Jesus Christ who is
Resurrection and Life, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.



The Second Reading: The Valley of Dry Bones, Ezekiel 37:1-14
Reader A reading from Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were
very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord
God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as  had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.

I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and [ will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 143:1-11 (spoken in unison)

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
give ear to my supplications in your faithfulness;
answer me in your righteousness.

Do not enter into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.

For the enemy has pursued me,

crushing my life to the ground,

making me sit in darkness like those long dead.
Therefore my spirit faints within me;

my heart within me is appalled.

I remember the days of old,
I think about all your deeds,
I meditate on the works of your hands.
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.

Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.
Do not hide your face from me,
or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.
Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning,
for in you I put my trust.
Teach me the way I should go,
for to you I lift up my soul.

Save me, O Lord, from my enemies;
I have fled to you for refuge.
Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God.
Let your good spirit lead me on a level path.

For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life.
In your righteousness bring me out of trouble.



Officiant Let us pray. (Silence)

O God, you have called your people to your service from age to age. Do not
give us over to death, but raise us up to serve you, to praise you, and to glorify
your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Homily

Reading of Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson

A Song of the Wilderness, Isaiah 35:1-7,10 (spoken in unison)

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

It shall blossom abundantly,

and rejoice with joy and singing.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,

the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weary hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.
“Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.

Then shall the lame leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;

The burning sand shall become a pool

and the thirsty ground, springs of water.

The ransomed of God shall return with singing,
with everlasting joy upon their heads.

Joy and gladness shall be theirs,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



Officiant
People

Officiant

Hear our cry, O God.
And listen to our prayer.

Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant

Officiant
People

Officiant

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one
communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ
our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all
virtues and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
us and keep us. Amen.

Service taken from The Book of Occasional Services and Enriching Our Worship.



